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KGD FAQs 

Keep Growing Detroit Saves Detroit: Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Who is on the board of Keep Growing Detroit? There are six people on the board: 

Sharon Oglesby, Elois Moore, Bekah Galang, Naim Edwards (board co-chair), Chet 

Dunbar (board treasurer), and Asenath Andrew with experience ranging from urban 

agricultural degrees to community leaders. 

2. How long has KGD been around? KGD was founded in 2013 to support gardeners and 

farmers. 

3. What areas does Keep Growing Detroit service? Keep Growing Detroit provides 

support for those living in the Detroit, Highland Park, and Hamtramck areas. 

4. How many staff members are there and what is their function? There are ten staff 

members that maintain the operations of the organization from farming to teaching 

courses.  

5. Will KGD expand beyond Detroit? KGD is focused on supporting Detroit, Hamtramck, 

and Highland and is not in a position to take on other areas. 

6. Why haven’t virtual courses been offered before now? Virtual courses were created in 

response to the needs of the community during the pandemic. 

7. How can people support Keep Growing Detroit? As a non-profit, people can make 

donations via Paypal or through mail at the office at 1445 Adelaide Street, Detroit, MI 

48207. Additionally, people can shop our online store or purchase produce, and 

volunteers are always welcome. 

8. Are resources offered by Keep Growing Detroit free for everyone? Resources on the 

KGP website are available to anyone; however, physical resources are limited to Detroit, 

Hamtramck, and Highland park residents. 
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9. As a nonprofit, how does KGD support its financial operations?  As a nonprofit, 

KGD is supported by donations, grants and government funding, and the sale of products 

and produce. 

10. How does Keep Growing Detroit support the community beyond teaching urban 

farming? In Supporting the community is about teaching people to fish instead of giving 

them a fish. 2019 approximately 25,500 people in the community were supported through 

seed banks, teaching and training, resources, and community engagement.  

11. The 2020 pandemic buckled many organizations, how did KGD manage to stay 

afloat without taking from the community? Our staff took pay cuts and time off or 

simply volunteered their time to maintain the organization’s operations. Additionally, 

KGD continued donations that were received.   

12.  If Keep Growing Detroit is all about supporting the community, why aren’t the 

virtual courses to be offered free? Keep Growing Detroit would love to offer free 

courses, but it takes time and resources to implement virtual courses and we do not have 

the funding to support offering free courses. We do offer limited need-based course 

vouchers to families. 

13. Zoom based courses force restraints on people’s time and in many cases fails. Why 

would working families undertake another demand on their time? Keep Growing 

Detroit is currently working on downloadable courses in order to offer more accessibility 

and convenience to families. 

14. What is the point of learning urban farming in the middle of the city with all the 

pollution and the ease of food accessibility? KGD teaches how to grow food in the 

middle of the city despite pollution and having food in your backyard or on your porch is 
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even more accessible and healthy than the coney islands and fast-food restaurants on 

every corner.  

15. With all the attacks against our government, is it wise to promote another afront 

against government systems with your concept of food sovereignty? Food sovereignty 

is not about fighting back against the government, but rather giving the community a 

sense of independence and provides a safety net for financial crisis and food shortages 

like what was experienced at the peak of the 2020 pandemic.  

16. You claim to support the community, but Detroit is still one of the unhealthiest cities 

in America, so it does not seem like KGD is making a real an impact. What is the 

point of what KGD has been doing for years if there is no real progress or change in 

the communities that are being served?  Change does not occur overnight. The 

communities we serve are healing and learning, but it takes time to undo decades of 

learning how to consume from grocery stores and fast-food chains. Check out our annual 

report at http://detroitagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2019_KGD_Annual-

Report_Final_Small.pdf  for insight on just one year of change. 

17. Let’s face it, taking classes online is not for everyone, which is why traditional brick 

and mortar schools remain the leaders in education. How do you expect people to 

get real value out of a Zoom session when gardening is a hands-on experience? Over 

the years, KGD has supported thousands of families through educational events and even 

though virtual courses are a shift from the norm, we are confident with knowledge and 

support from our staff that all students will end the virtual courses having learned 

valuable skills.  

http://detroitagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2019_KGD_Annual-Report_Final_Small.pdf
http://detroitagriculture.net/wp-content/uploads/2019_KGD_Annual-Report_Final_Small.pdf
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18. All the resources on your site can be found on Pinterest or YouTube for free. Why 

wouldn’t someone just jump on Pinterest or YouTube for the same resources? 

Information in this day in age is always free.  What makes a difference for people is the 

support system that accompanies that information. There is a big difference in figuring 

out how to grow a backyard garden from YouTube versus having someone walk you 

through the process and answer all of your questions.  

19. Based on your annual report, in 2019, KGD hosted 80 educational events, but only 

connected with a total of 552 residents. That number seems low for 80 events, why 

was the reach so low?  552 may seem like a low number based on the 80 events held, 

but this was 552 new faces, which means 552 new gardens and even more families 

reached.  

20. KGD presents this idea that growing food as a solution to fighting poverty, but it 

takes money to grow a garden. How can you tell someone to buy a bag of dirt over a 

meal from the grocery store? Keep Growing Detroit can many resources to start a 

garden for free to those in need and support the individual along the way as verified in 

the annual report, which can be found at http://detroitagriculture.net/wp-

content/uploads/2019_KGD_Annual-Report_Final_Small.pdf. 


